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Resolution No. 34-12-16-1)

GREAT PLAINS TRIBAL CHAIRMAN'S ASSOCIATION (GPTCA)

withan the Groat Maios Reglon of the Dureau of Indian Aflairs; and

the Great Mains Tobal Chairman's Assocation was formed 10 promete the common
miterests of the Grvat Plains sovereign Indian Tribes and thesr members in the states
of ND, SD and NE; and

the Undted States has recognized the sovereign status of Tribal Nations through the
U.S Constitution, treaties and by numercus federsl statutes: and

the Undied States Government has legal and maoral respansibelities 10 manage
tradifional cultural termtones a4 way thit shaws rospect for these places that hodd

cultural, historieal, spirtual, aad religous impartance to Indan trbes and thesr
quality of kife; and

H.R. 1904, entitled the “Southeast Arisona Land Exchange and Conservation Act of
20117 would mandate that the Secretary of Agriculture transder over 2, 400 acres of
frderal lands located within the Tonto National Forest to & private mining comprny

called Resolution Copper, which is owned by the foreign mining giants o Tmto PLC
(United Kingdom| and B Diltton Ld [Australua), for purposes of an unprecedented
Block cave copper mine that would be the largest mine in Noeth Amerien: and

LR, 1904 would require Congress to M1 the decaden old ban agranst minsng withen
the 760 scres of the Onk Flat Withdrawal, which was expressly set amide from mining
by Pressdent Exsenhower tn 1955 due 10 the landd s vadue for recreatson and other
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the mining proposed for Oak Flat will destroy the religious, cultura) and tradstsonal
integrity of Oak Flat for tnibes in the regon, and # will caune senous and highly
damaging environmental conssquences 1o the water, sldlife, plants, and other natural
ccomyntema of the aren; and

the block cave minung method to be employed at Oak Flat will also cause the collapse
of the surface of the earth and endanger the relygoun, cultural, and historic terrain in
thas arca; and

R, 1904 bas natbonal significance becasse 7t i the only legslation pending in
Congress that would transfer federal Jand that is @ sacred site of tribes 1o a private
company for mining activities that will destroy i1, and

MR, 1904 sets bad precedent becuuase it does nol sllow for meanmgful conmiliation
with Indian tribes that woukl he alected by the proposed conveyance; snd

MO 1904 mandutes that the Secretary of Agriculture comvey 10 Nesoluton Copper the
hand in question within one yesr of ensctment of the Act wathaut gy sdvance studies
or analyses: and

these studies and analyses should be conducted before there are any decissons on
whether ta canvey this land; and

tribes and nbal crganeations acroas the country have passed resolutions or sent
ketters to the US, Congress apposng LR 1904 due to the harm to religioas, cultural,
archeological, and histeric ressurces, as well as the environmental consegquences to
the land from the propesed mining acuvites; and

despite strong opposition 1o H.R. 1904 from tnbes and tnbal crganizations across the
country due 1o the progosed mine's impacts on and destructon of Native Amencan
sacred and culhiral sites, on October 26, 2011, the House of Representatives passed
H.R. 1904 by a vote of 235-186; and
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Rep. Ben Ray Lujam (NM-3), offered an aspendment to LR, 1904 on the House floor
dunng debate of 1LR. 1904 that would have exempted all sacred and cultural stes
from the lnnd comveyance in HLR. 1904; but, despite strong support froes [ndian tribes
acrons the country, the amendment faded by & vote of 1859-233; and

NOW THEREFTORE BE IT RESOLVED, that OFTCA does herehy express ity stromg opposstion 10
H.R, 1903 the Southeast Arizona Land Exchange and Conservation Act of 2011, and

any companion legalation that may be introduced or conssdered in the US Congress;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that GPFTCA declares that Resolution Copper shousd not be allowed to

circumvent laws and policies desygned 1o promote tnbal consultation and designed 1o
ensure transparency and full consderation of impacts and coasequences; and;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that GPTCA urgently calls upon the Senate Energy and Natural
Ressurces Commitzes, the Senate Indian Affairs Commitiee, other Members of the
United States Senute, and the President of the United States to act to ensure that H.R,
1904 In not enacied nso w; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall be the policy of GPTCA unnil s warthdrawn
or moddifbed by subsegquent resalution, and until the United States Congreas and the
United States Government and all its agescios et in 4 manner that o respectiul to the
quality of life and existence of tnbal communties

This resolution was snacted at a duly called mesting of the Great Plains Tribal Chairman's
Association beld at Rapid City, South Dakots on December 16, 201 1. A majority of the Trides
was establishad, with B members votiag in favor, O members opposed. O members abetalning,
and 8§ members not voting.

Deated this 16 day of December, 2011,






